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On April 16th, Governor Polis announced  that the State of Colorado is retiring 
the state dial for COVID-19 mitigation and public health protocols. Over the 
past seven months, businesses, community groups, and Southwest 
Coloradans alike have become familiar with the dial as a color-coded tool for 
guiding capacity limits and other public health protocols to reduce the spread 
of COVID-19.
This is an exciting step towards returning to a safe and fully open economy for 
our community. There are no capacity restrictions outdoors with the exception 
of large scale events that require a permit. Face coverings and social 
distancing are still required in public indoor settings per an Executive Order 
issued by the State of Colorado and through the local Public Health Order 
issued by San Juan Basin Public Health (SJBPH) on April 6th.

We are excited to soon provide hybrid and in person events and look forward 
to seeing all of your faces in person again in the near future. We are committed 
to returning to an in-person Economic Development Summit in the fall of this 
year and will advertise the date and preliminary information in the upcoming 
weeks. 

New CRM
We have switched over our customer relationship management (CRM) 
software to Salesforce and are excited to offer you, our members, a quicker 
and easier experience. You will now see your membership renewals come 
through quickbooks and can pay easily by check or credit card. The transition 
will save the Alliance $4K per year starting in 2022 while improving our 
membership management. 

5 Star Program
The La Plata County 5-star certification program, a State of Colorado variance 
program which allowed certified businesses to operate at a level of capacity 
one level higher than the County was in, will officially sunset with the retirement 
of the dail. The Alliance staff,  alongside the Durango Chamber, BID,  and the 
Durango Chapter of the Restaurant Association, implemented and operated 
the program from Christmas until now to help increase community capacity at 
restaurants while supporting COVID-19 safe practices. As we scale back the 
need for restrictions, the program is no longer a benefit to the establishments 
who it was intended for..  We greatly appreciate the community’s support of 
5-Star businesses!

Durango Developers Forum
In case you missed it, Durango Development Opportunities Forum was held in 
early April. The Alliance, City of Durango planning, and Downtown Colorado 
Inc. partnered to share with developers and other industry-related individuals 
all the opportunities for partnership and use of Urban Renewal Authority. You 
can watch a recording of the forum at https://vimeo.com/534218177 

Economic Summit 2021 (Live and in person)
The Alliance is excited to host the Economic Summit this year in September, 
and are currently in the planning phase. Your feedback is always welcome. 
More updates to come.

UPDATE FROM STAFF

https://sjbpublichealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/FIRST-AMENDED-PUBLIC-HEALTH-ORDER-SJB-21-01-Face-Coverings-in-Public-Indoor-Spaces.pdf


Welcome our new City Counselors!
Melissa Youssef, Jessika Buell, and Olivier Bosmans were sworn in after their election victories earlier this 
month. They will each complete a four-year term with the City Council. They replaced former Mayor Dean 
Brookie and City Councilor Chris Bettin. The first action was to unanimously elect Kim Baxter as mayor 
and Barbara Noseworthy as mayor pro tem. 

At their April 20 meeting, councilors approved the donation and acquisition of two Durango Mesa Park 
parcels. The meeting also included the swearing in of returning Councilor Melissa Youssef and new 
councilors Jessika Buell and Olivier Bosmans. Watch the latest episode of Council Connection for more 
highlights. The next regular City Council meeting is Tuesday, May 4 at 6:30 p.m. Find agenda and 
meeting link at DurangoGov.org/meetings

Get involved! Join a city board or commission. Find more information and apply at 
DurangoGov.org/Boards. Application deadline is noon, Friday, April 30. Brief interviews with applicants will 
be scheduled with City Council via Zoom in mid-May with appointment terms beginning June 1, 2021.

Passing of Ballot Issue 1A
Ballot Issue 1A, a proposed increase on lodgers tax from 2% to 5.25% passed. It will become effective on 
June 1, 2021.  More than half, 55% of the revenue will be used for sustainable tourism marketing, 20% for 
city transit, and 14% for arts and cultural organizations, facilities and events. Each year, City Council will 
allocate the remaining 11% for any of the above uses, or tourism impacts, depending on the city’s needs 
at the time. 

Town of Bayfield
The Town of Bayfield is seeking a Finance Director. The position is 32 hours per week considered 
Full-time. The Finance Officer is primarily responsible for Town financial oversight and management. The 
successful applicant must have very strong accounting skills and the ability to oversee financial activity of 
numerous departments, multiple funds, project budgets, grants, etc. For additional information contact 
Katie Sickles 970-884-9544 or ksickles@bayfieldgov.org. 

Town of Ignacio
The Town Board and Planning Commission will have Joint Work Sessions at 6:00 PM on April 20, May 4, 
and May 18 to review and discuss the DRAFT Land Use Code and DRAFT Zoning Map.  If you would like 
to attend and participate in these meetings, please click the link under each date to access the agenda for 
that Work Session; the agenda has the information on how to access and participate in the work session.

Click HERE to review the DRAFT Land Use Code.  Click HERE to review the DRAFT Zoning Map.  If you 
know of someone who is interested in reviewing the DRAFT Land Use Code and DRAFT Zoning Map, 
and they do not have access to the internet, please inform them that a printed copy will be available for 
their review at the Ignacio Library.

Greater Ignacio Vaccination Clinic
There will be a vaccination clinic on May 8 at the Ignacio Middle School at 9:00 AM.  This clinic is ONLY 
for those individuals who received their first shot on April 10.  Emails with registration information will be 
sent directly to those individuals. If you know of someone who would like to register and does not have 
internet access, please ask them to call 970-563-0604 to register.

Town Board Strategic Plan
The Town Board of Trustees has been working with Sagebrush Consulting and has just completed and 
adopted the Strategic Plan for 2021 - 2023.  To review, download, or print this plan, click HERE.

Municipalities
City of Durango

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rEQp-dBZDg
https://www.durangogov.org/meetings
https://www.durangogov.org/boards
https://townofignacio.colorado.gov/sites/townofignacio/files/documents/Agenda%2004-20-2021%20-%20Work%20Session%20with%20Planning%20Commission.pdf
https://townofignacio.colorado.gov/sites/townofignacio/files/documents/DRAFT%20Land%20Use%20Code.pdf
https://townofignacio.colorado.gov/sites/townofignacio/files/documents/DRAFT%20Ignacio%20Zoning%20Map.pdf
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La Plata County
County Road 120 Reconstruction Project Begins April 26

La Plata County will be reconstructing approximately two miles of County 
Road 120, from the 300 block to the 2500 block, beginning next week.   This 
work is being completed as part of the required road improvements for the 
GCC Energy coal mine land use permit. Four Corners Materials will be 
executing the project.

This work will begin the week of April 26 and be completed by the end of 
August.   Working hours will be 7a.m.-7 p.m. Monday through Friday.  Traffic 
may be reduced to one lane while work is in progress.  Delays of up to 15 
minutes should be anticipated; however, every attempt will be made to 
minimize traffic delays.  Motorists are encouraged to allow a little extra travel 
time and to drive with caution through the work zone for their own safety and 
the safety of the work crews.

For more information, please contact Jim Davis at (970) 382-6372 at the
Public Works Department.

La Plata County

Airport

Durango-LaPlata County Airport (DRO) is pleased to announce Frontier 
Airlines will be establishing year-round nonstop service between Durango 
and Las Vegas’ McCarran International Airport (LAS), and seasonal nonstop 
service to Denver International Airport (DEN). Service to Denver will start 
June 4, 2021 and service to Las Vegas will start June 11, 2021. Tickets for 
the new flights are available now at flyfrontier.com Flights to Las Vegas will 
operate two days per week year-round, with departures on Monday and 
Friday. Flights to Denver will operate four days per week during an initial 
summer seasonal period, with departures on Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday. The new Frontier service will utilize 150-seat Airbus A319 
aircraft.

Durango, CO: Durango-La Plata County Airport (DRO) is pleased to 
announce the introduction of year-round, daily nonstop Delta flights between 
Salt Lake City International Airport (SLC) and Durango beginning May 12, 
2021. Tickets for the new flights are available now at delta.com The new 
Delta Connection service, operated by SkyWest Airlines, will utilize 50-seat 
Bombardier CRJ200 aircraft. Flights will be operated daily, with one depar-
ture and arrival seven days per week. Beginning May 26, flight frequency will 
increase to two daily departures and arrivals seven days per week. 

Transportation



CDOT
Bridging To The Future - Video Short #5 - Studies & Archaeology
https://youtu.be/LqYvmtq2PAc 

BRIDGING TO THE FUTURE -- CDOT Connection South Project The southwest landscape holds 
significant ancient cultural resources. Recognizing this, CDOT implemented a two-year archaeological 
survey before construction began for the US 550 - US 160 Connection South Project. Local tribes 
participated and collaborated in the excavations, paving the way for “a new era of archaeology.” - This 
project currently has minimal or no effects on traffic, because construction will take place mostly off of the 
highway. - This project has an anticipated completion date of spring 2023. - More info:
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www.codot.gov/projects/us550-us160-connectionsouth
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The Wells Group 21st Annual Forecast  was released March 24th anc can be viewed here. 
https://youtu.be/2P7EE-VI5lk

March numbers continued to demonstrate the trend of rising prices and decreasing inventory across all 
markets and products. The average sales price for single family homes in town Durango was $598,440 in 
February and increased to $705,081 in March 2021. This is a 25.5% increase from March of 2020. In a very 
scarce market, Durango rural holds the most  listings. Bayfield rural is seeing a 14.9% increase for the 
median sales price, however inventory is down 76%. Overall the inventory is still very limited in La Plata 
County.

Real Estate



Education

We are excited to welcome two new staff members into the PCC Southwest family. Rebekah “Becky” 
Damman is the Special Assistant to the Executive Dean and Heather Houk is the Coordinator of 
Agriculture Programs. Our Southwest family is growing as we position ourselves to meet our communities’ 
needs with the new Agriculture program. Our goal is to bring the learning to our local high school students 
and create the opportunity to begin here, earn an associate degree at PCC and then a bachelor’s degree 
without leaving the area.

Our Summer and fall registration started April 5. We will be offering a lot of summer and fall classes to 
current and new students. The summer semester is a good time to complete admission paperwork and 
prerequisite courses to get ready for the fall semester. Our staff is always here to assist and guide 
prospective students in order to ensure a successful college experience. Are there courses or programs 
you would like to see offered at PCC? If so, please contact the executive dean’s office at 970-564-6233 
and let’s talk. PCC Southwest is your college.

Pueblo Community College



During the last year, our community has shown time and 
time again that we can do the right thing: care for each 
other and make sacrifices to protect in-person learning. 
Despite all the work we have done to keep things as 
normal as possible, it is not lost on me that all of this has 
come with a cost to our community. We all miss the way 
we used to interact: watching a performance in Roshong, 
group work in classrooms, cheering for our sports teams, 
and just hanging out in the Student Union.

That’s why I’m so grateful for the recent increase in vac-
cine availability and eligibility for our students. We 
are especially grateful to our Indigenous neighbors and 
partners—the Southern Ute Indian Tribe and the Ute 
Mountain Ute Tribe—for providing vaccinations for our 
Indigenous students, faculty, and staff, and for availing 
their mass vaccinations to non-Native people as well. A 
broadly vaccinated student body provides our best hope 
for returning to the hands-on, inclusive, experiential, and 
personalized learning environment that we have all come 
to love. As such, all students enrolling at FLC for 
the Fall 2021 semester will be required to get a 
COVID-19 vaccine.

Please join me for a Town Hall regarding the vaccine 
requirement announced on April 2. In our commitment to 
transparency and open communication, we want to 
provide an opportunity for you to ask questions and get 
answers from campus leadership and medical and health 
professionals. The information is intended for students 
and their families, but will be relevant for faculty and staff 
as well.
Tuesday, April 27 at 5 p.m. 

fortlewis.edu/townhall

Panelists: 

Tom Stritikus, President 
Jeff Dupont, Associate VP of Student Affairs 
Luke Casias, M.D., Consulting Physician for FLC 
Caroline Kulesza, Associate Professor of Biology 
Jennifer Lowell, Associate Professor of Public Health 
Sara Newman, Assistant Professor of Public Health

Fort Lewis College



SBDC

SBA launches Restaurant Revitalization Fund webpage with important program details

The Restaurant Revitalization Fund, part of the American Rescue Plan Act, will provide $28.6 billion in 
grants to restaurants and bars in need. This fund will offer grants to hard-hit restaurants and bars, with 
restaurants able to apply for grants based on lost revenue. Five billion dollars of that total will be set 
aside expressly for businesses with 2019 gross receipts of less than $500,000.

How to apply
The official application launch date will be announced shortly. Ahead of the application launch and over 
the next two weeks, the SBA will establish a seven-day pilot period for the RRF application portal and 
conduct extensive outreach and training on how to apply, application requirements and where to apply. 
Participants in this pilot will be randomly selected from existing PPP borrowers in priority groups for RRF 
and will not receive funds until the application portal is open to the public.

Following the pilot, the application portal will be opened to the public. For the first 21 days that the 
program is open, the SBA will prioritize reviewing applications from small businesses owned by women, 
veterans, and socially and economically disadvantaged individuals.�Following the 21-day period,�all 
eligible applicants are encouraged to submit applications.

For now, we recommend reviewing the full list of documentation required to prepare your application.

Local First
LPEA Board Director Candidate Forum
One-third of LPEA’s Board of Directors seats are up for election! Join us for a facilitated discussion with 
the candidates to help inform your vote.

THE ECONOMIC CASE FOR LOCAL, RENEWABLE ENERGY

These days, most people understand the importance of shopping locally to support our economy and 
keep dollars close to home. But, what about buying local energy? The same concept applies. Local First 
is a non-profit alliance of locally-owned, independent businesses and organizations working together to 
build an economy that values people, the planet, and prosperity for everyone. As such, we advocate for 
keeping energy dollars re-circulating locally to create jobs, support the local energy industry, and maintain 
our quality of life.

A prime example of economic prosperity that is leaving our community is found in our local not-for-profit 
electrical distribution and public power cooperative, the La Plata Electric Association (LPEA). LPEA relies 
on Tri-State Generation & Transmission Association for power along with 43 other members across Colo-
rado, New Mexico, Nebraska and Wyoming. Currently, our energy comes from LPEA, which is part of a 
larger energy co-op called Tri-State. LPEA is required to purchase 95% of our electricity from Tri-State 
until 2050 because of a long-term contract that was renewed with Tri-State. Tri-State’s energy is over 60% 
coal produced, making them the 2nd worst climate emitting electricity producer in the country.

Registration Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIudO6trzkoHtPM4Y_SMVWngA3BcJJVBnTv

Economic Development



Congratulations to our Durango Rocks Recipients and all nominees.

Leadership La Plata is accepting applications!

Participants in Leadership La Plata ("LLP") are selected through a written application and personal interview 
procedure organized by the Selection Committee, made up of LLP graduates. Every effort is made to build a 
dynamic and economically, socially and occupationally diverse class of individuals who will contribute his or 
her unique attributes, background and expertise to the whole.

Recruitment traditionally begins in April, and LLP sponsors free informational receptions to allow prospective 
candidates to meet current class members and alumni and learn more about the program. 

Visit https://www.durangobusiness.org/leadership-la-plata.html for more information.

Important upcoming Chamber Events:

Thursday, April 29, Get Your Local Business on Google Search and Maps. 12noon-1p 
(register at www.durangobusiness.org)

Thursday, April 29, LLP Alumni Leadership Dialogues, Kerry Siggins, The Art of Asking Powerful Questions, 
6p-7p. (register at www.durangobusiness.org)

A big part of SCAPE's mission is to place our startup companies with the best service providers and ven-
dors in the region. Our Preferred Vendor Network is a vetted group of professionals that offer industry lead-
ing services and have a history of working at scale reaching a national audience. 
Do any of the services above sound like you? Sweet! Please share your interest in joining the SCAPE 
Preferred Vendor Network. 

Join >> www.goscape.org/preferred-vendor-network-join

Durango Chamber of Commerce

SCAPE 



Region 9 EDD part of Statewide Loan partnership with 
EDA Funds to help rural Colorado businesses

Durango CO - The Region 9 Economic Development District of 
Southwest Colorado (Region 9) announced that they, along with two 
other nonprofit lender partners, Colorado Lending Source and 
Colorado Enterprise Fund, will help distribute an $8 Million dollar 
grant to provide loan capital throughout the State.  Eligible busi-
nesses include those helping to create or retain jobs as an effort to 
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. The U.S. Department of 
Commerce’s Economic Development Administration (EDA) 
approved the statewide project with support from the Colorado 
Office of Economic Development and International Trade (OEDIT) 
and the Colorado Department of Local Affairs (DOLA), to administer 
the RLF to the entire state of Colorado.
The Program will serve minority, immigrant, women, disabled and 
veteran-owned businesses as well as businesses in low income and 
rural communities. Forty percent of the funds will be allocated to 
non-urban areas and Region 9 will work with the nonprofit lender 
community to make sure these funds reach businesses that may 
need additional support beyond what is currently available from the 
federal government and state agencies, nonprofit lenders, banks 
and other sources of private capital.
“Providing additional opportunities for small businesses to have 
access to capital is a core priority that’s only increased in its impor-
tance during the pandemic,” said Laura Lewis Marchino, Executive 
Director of Region 9.
For information about available loan funding, please contact Region 
9 at 970-247-9621.

Region 9 Announces New Loan Committee Member

Eric Jones will be joining the Region 9 Economic Development 
District’s Business Loan Fund (BLF) Committee as a lender repre-
sentative. 

Jones is a Commercial Loan Officer at Bank of the San Juan’s and 
a previous “Lender of the Year” Awardee for Region 9.  Jones start-
ed with Bank of the San Juan’s in April 2013 with previous banking 
experience from First National Bank of Durango. Jones is a Fort 
Lewis College graduate and long-time Durango resident.

Region 9 Announces New Loan Committee Officers

Terryl Peterson and Kris Oyler have been selected by the Region 9 
Economic Development District of Southwest Colorado’s Business 
Loan Fund (BLF) Committee as the new Chair and Vice Chair. 
Peterson has served on the Committee for10 years and was the 
current Vice Chair. Peterson is a business consultant who owns 
CFO Services and was previously CFO of Lore International. She 
serves in an at-large position.  Oyler is the owner of Steamworks, El 
Moro, and Bird’s and has served on the Committee for five years as 
a La Plata representative.

Region9
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